Scottish TMA Reclassification from E to D 

– A Summary of  Discussions with NATS to Date (20 March 2009)

Recently NATS announced a proposal to reclassify significant portions of Class E airspace between Glasgow and Edinburgh CTR.  The SHPF have since been communicating with representatives for the NATS steering group.  

Details of the original proposal can be found here - http://www.nats.co.uk/text/251/glasgowconsultation.html.  

The original proposal placed the lower limit of Class D airspace at 2500 feet effectively closing the corridor north-south for cross-country flights.  More significantly this reclassification also restricted flying at Gargunnock to 2500 feet.

In discussion with NATS, SHPF representatives have fully educated NATS regarding the capability of our aircraft. As a result NATS are aware that the reclassification presents SHPF members with a significant loss of airspace. 

To address the loss of airspace to SHPF members we have proposed to NATS the following amendments to the airspace reclassification:

1. Raise the base of the proposed class D airspace over the Gargunnock ridge in the N of the area.

2. Maintain in some way a permanent corridor for North-South transit under VMC.  Should this not be possible then explore the possibility of a corridor activated under Letter of Agreement.

As a result of this request NATS have run a three day trial to see if the base of the proposed Class D could be permanently raised in the central region. The trial got negative feedback from both controllers and traffic and NATS have concluded that they cannot propose a base higher than 2500ft.  This categorically rules out any permanent VFR corridor of usable proportions for soaring flight. 

With regard to temporary access to the corridor, NATS do not see how they can justify a proposal to the Directorate of Airspace Policy (DAP) that would require blocking out the required areas of the TMA  for several hours - as would be required if the exact position of the individual aircraft is not known.  NATS feel "unable to share the airspace with current technologies available to non radio users".

NATS have however agreed to raise the base of Class D in the Gargunnock region to 3000 foot.  These enhancements will allow regular soaring flights to continue at Gargunnock ridge.  Furthermore, they have indicated that it should be possible to enhance available airspace in the future under a Letter of Agreement to be negotiated with the Ochils Club.

NATS have provided a roughed out plan of the enhancements, which is shown below.

[image: image1.jpg]



The raising of the base of airspace in the southern portion provides only minor enhancement from our perspective but is intended to assist general aviation operations at Strathaven.

It is clear that Class E airspace is something of an anomaly with respect to radar control of IFR traffic and will be phased out entirely in the near future.  The SHPF committee accepts and understands that the current situation presents an unacceptable risk to IFR traffic and that the safety of all air users is paramount.  The committee is satisfied therefore that the basic premise of the proposal is sound. It is essential for the continuation of hang-gliding and paragliding in the UK that adequate separation of our aircraft from commercial traffic is maintained.  A single significant AIRPROX involving a hang-glider or paraglider could severely restrict the freedoms we currently enjoy.  These changes are particularly pertinent when we consider the ongoing campaign for mandatory transponders.  

It is the opinion of the SHPF committee that no further concessions will be made by NATS regarding permanent changes to boundaries and levels.  It is important to maintain the excellent working relationship that we have with NATS ATC in order to continue and enhance that Letters of Agreement that permit flying at six sites within Glasgow and Edinburgh CTRs.  

The SHPF committee therefore recommends acceptance of the airspace amendments as they now stand.

The deadline for response within the period of consultation is 24th March 2009.  If individual pilots or clubs still have misgivings regarding the airspace changes then they should act now to respond.  Before doing so we would please ask you to consider the weakness of our lobby against the pressures of commercial aviation.  Consider also the benefits we can gain from presenting a united, safety orientated, front.  Within the Scottish CTRs we enjoy special privileges that others in the UK view jealously, we should work to maintain that good relationship with NATS.

